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SAjilBALPTJE DISTRICT. 


Sambalpur Bistrict.-~A District o£ the Orisssi Divi- Sitthittba 

. jvISTniOT* 

aion, Beugalj situated between ^0° 4-5' and £1® 57 N« and BoandarSed, 
;}i2® 38' atid 8t° 36' E, with an area of 3,773 square miles. nnd^lS^^ond 
Up to 190i> the District formed part of the Cbhnttasgarli 'y®*®®** 
Division of the Central Provinces, and on its transfer to 
c Bengal, the Phuljhar zamindari and the Chandatpur-Prtdam- 
jir and Malkbiiidii estates, with an area of 1,175 square miles 
^^d jjopulfltion of 189,455 persons (1901) were separated 
flom it, and attached to the Kaipur and BiUlspur Districts of 
the Central Provinces. It is bounded on the north by the 
Gangpur State of Bengal } on the east by those of Biimra 
and Eairakhol; on the south by Patnfi, Sonpur and 
llairnkhol States; mid on the west by the llaipur and Biluspur 
Ijslricts of the Central Provinces. Sambalpm* consists of a 
DSof tolerably open country, surrounded on three sides by 
5 s and forests, but continuing on the sonth into the 
-■^Sdatory States of Patnii and Sonpur and forming tho 
Ifj fdle basin of tho Alahauadi. It is separated from the 
^ fiattisgarh plain on the west by a range of hills carry- 
t a broad strip of jungle, and running north and south 
Jrough the Bnigarh and Siirangarh States, nnd this range 
[ iarks roughly the boundary between tho Cbhnttisgarh and 
' riya tracts in respect of population nnd language. Speaking 
oadly, the plain country constitutes the "khdlsa^ that is, tbo 
■' ea hold by village headmen direct from Government, while 
'le wilder tracts on the west, north and oast arc in the posses- 
ion of intermediary proprietors known locally ns zamindilrs. 

Int.this doBcriptiou cannot be acooptod as entirely accurate, as 
(omO of the zaminduri estates lie in tho open plain, while the 
'KJiulm area includes to the north the wild mass of hills 
known as the Bdrilpahjir. 

) The river Mohdnadi traverses Snmbalpnr from north to 
'Eoath-east for a distance of nearly 90 miles. Its width ostonds 
to a mile or tnoro in flood time, nnd its bed is rocky and 
broken by rapids over portions of its course. The principal 
tributary is the Ib which entors the District from the Gdngpur 
State, and flowing south and west joins tho Mabunadi about 13 
miles above Sambnlpur. Tho Kcio, another tributary, passes 
Raigarh and enters the Mahdnadi near Padnmpnr. The 
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Ong rises in Kbnrifir and passing through Borasambar flows 
into the Alahdnadi near Sonpur. Other tributary streams 
are the Jim, Borai and Maud. The Bdrdpahur hills form 
a compact block sixteen miles square in the north'west 
of the District, and throw out a spur to the south-west for a - 
distanoe of >30 miles, crossing the Raipur-Sambnlpur road 
at the Singhord pass. Their highest point is Dcbrigarh 
at an altitude of 2,276 feet. Another range of important 
is that of Jharghdii crossing the railwoy at Bcugdli 
station. To the southward, and running parallel wilh the 
lllahdnadi, a succession of broken chains extends for some 
thirty miles. The range, however, attains its greatest altitude 
of about 8,000 feet in the Bordsdmbar zaminddri in the 
south-west, where the Narsinghndth plateau is situated. Isa 
lated peaks rising abruptly from the plain are also frcque’^^i 
hut the flat-topped trap hills, so common a feature in 
Districts to tho north and west, arc absent here. The eldy®'., 
tion of the plains fiills from nearly 750 feet in the no^l* 
to 497 at Sambalpur. Tho surface of tho open' couot' 3'-, 
is undulating and is intersected in every direction by draiwY^^ 
channels leading from the liills to tho Mahdnadi. A com 
(Icrabic poition of the area consists of ground which is to^^, 
broken by ravines to be banked up into rice fields, or of broai 
sandy ridges which are agriculturally of very little vain 
The configuration of tho country is exceedingly well adaptcj 
for tank-making, and the number of villago tanks is om 
of tho most prominent local features. 

Tho Barapahdr hills belong to tho lower Vindhyai| 
sandstone formation which covers so large an area in Baipu' 
and Bildspur. Shales, sandstones and limestones are th 
prevalent rocks. In the Bdidpabdr group coal-boaring 
sandstones are found. The rest of tho District is mainly 
occupied by metamorpbic or crystalline rocks. Latcrito ii., 
found more or less abundantly resting upon the older forma- 
tions in nil parts of the area. 

Blocks of reserved forest clothe tho Bardpahdr hills in 
the north and the other ranges to the cast and south-east, 
while many of the zamradari estates ore also covered with 
jungle over the greater part of their area. The forest 



SAMBALTUB' DlSTJtlCT. 3 

vegetation o£ Sambalpur is included in the great tdl bolt. SAMUALPuy 
Other important trees am tlw beautiful Aftojemus acii- " 
mivath, sdj (Teminatia tomentosa), UJdsdl (Ptcrocarpus 
viartnpiinn) and sMtSam {Balhergia sissod). The light 
sandy soil is admirably fitted for the growth of trees, ami 
the abnndanco of mango groves and clumps of palm trees 
gives the villago scenery n distinct charm. Tho semitr or 
cotton-tree {Bomhar malabaricum) is also n common tree in 
the open country. 

The usual wild animals occur. Buflalo, though rare, arc Fauna, 
found in the denser forests of the west, and bison on several 
of tho hill ranges. Sdmhar arc fairly plentiful. ChUtil or 
spotted deer, mouse doer, ravine deer and tho four-horned 
nntelopo arc tho other varieties. Tigers were formerly 
plentiful, but their numiicrs have greatly decreased in recent 
years. Panthers are common, especially in the low hills close 
►o villages. Tho comparatively rate brown flying squirrel 
\iCTomyx oral) is found hi Sambalpur. It is a largo squirrel 
Ith loose folds of skin which can bo spread out like n small 
pachute.. Duck and teal are plcutifui on the tanks in tho cold 
rasoD, and snipe in the stretches of irrigated rico Golds below 
/he tanks. Plocks of dcraoiscllo crane frequent the sandy 
^trctchcs of tho Mnhanadf at this time. Fish of many 
^’nrjctics including mnhscer arc abundant in the Mnlifmadi 
jind other rivers. Poisonous snakes are voiy common. 

. Tlic climate of Sambalpur is moist and unbcaltby. Tho CHmatc .md 
jrdinnry lempcmtnrc in the, Dislriet is not c-vccssive, 
l)ut tho heat is nggr.avatcd in the headquarters town 
luring the summer months, by radiation from the sandy 
bed of the Mahunadf. Daring brcalcs in the rains the 
weather at once becomes hot and oppressive, and though the 
cold season is plc.asant it is of short duration. Malarial fever 
of a virulent type prevails in the autumn months, and diseases 
of the spleen arc common in the forest tracts. 

The annual rainfall at Sambalpur is 69 inches; that ofBalnfall. 
Hargarh is much lighter, being only 49 inches. Taking the 
District ns a whole the monsoon rainfall is generally regular. 

Sambalpur is in tho Imck of cyclonic storms from tho Bay of 
Bcng.al, .and this mnjf iK>s.sihly be assigned ns the reason. 
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4 SAMBALTUR^mSTRlGT. 

The cavliesfc authentic records available show Samhalpnr 
as one of a cluster of states held by Chauhuii Riijputs, 
who are stipposcd to have come from Mainpuri in the 
United Pimnnces. In 1797 the District was conquered and mi- 
nexed by the Marathds, but owing to Biitish influence thcllfijii 
was restored in 1817, and held under the political control of the 
Bengal Government. On the death of a successor without 
heii’s in 18-19 the District was annexed as an escheat, and was 
administered by the Bengal Government till 1862, when it 
was transfeiTcd to the Central Provinces. During the Mutiny 
and the five years which followed it, the condition of Samhalpur 
was exceedingly unsatisfactory owing to disturbances led by 
Surondra Sah, a pretender to the state, who had been impri^ 
soned in the Biinclu jail for murder, but was set free by the 
mntineei-s. Ho returned to Samhalpur • arid instigated a 
revolt against the British Government, which ho pro-'ceuted 
by harassing the people with dacoitics. He was joined by 
many of the zamfndiirs, and it is not too much to say th» 
for five years the District was in a state of anai'chy. Stu-endiW 
SSh was deported in 1864 and tranquillity restored. Q 

Tlvo archiBological remains arc not very important^ 
There arc temples at Barpdli, Gaisilma 25 miles south-wesq 
of Samhalpur, Padampur in Bordsdmbar, Garli-Phuljh'ar, and 
Sllson, which are ascribed to anccstoi-s of the Samhalpur 
dynasty and of the respective zamhiddrs. The Narrangluidth 
plnto.au in the south of the Borasambar zaminddri is loc.ally 
celobmtcd for its temple and the waterfall called Sahasra Dhdra 
or thousand stra-ims, which is extremely picturo.squc. Huma 
on the Mnhanadf, 16 miles below Sambalpnr, is another place 
of pilgrimage. Tt is situated at. the junction of a small 
stream, the Jlioljir with the Mahsinadi, and'contains a well- ■ 
known temple of Mahddco. 

The population of the District in the last three ye.ars of 
census was as follows : — 18SJ, OOSj'l-OS } 1691, 796,418 ; 1901, 
829,698. On the transfer of territoiy in 1906 the population 
was reduced to 6t0,248 persons. Between 1881 and 1891 
the inerc.'ise was nc.-irlyl5 per cent., the greiiter part of 
which ocentTod in the zammdaris, .and must, be attributed to 
increa-sed ctficicncy of enumeration. The District had a half 
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cwp jn 1 897 and tliero was pracfeically no disti-c?s, hut in 1 990 

'■ 1 DisinicT, 

it was severely afCcclcu and the morlaUly was augmented 

by a large influK of starving wanderers from nalivo territory. 

The District fumislies coolies for Assam, and it is estimated 

that nearly 12,000 persons emigrated during' the decade. 

The District, contains one town SAMUAi-Poa and 1,938 

inhabited villages. The principal statistics of population, 

based on the census of 1901, arc shown below ; — 
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ijie figures of inligion show that 583,000 peiv ms or 9 1 per 
fiAit. of llio population aic Hindus and ,000 or 8 per cent. 
c|nimi.sls. lirnhammndnns nnraher only about 3,000. Oriya 
J the vernacular of 89 per cent, of the population. A 
jiumber of tribal dialects arc also found, Jic prinoi])al 
, icing Oraon with ne.arly 25,000 speakers, Kol with 1 1,000, 

Ind Kharin 5,000. 

j Tlic ])rincipal castes arc Gonds, constilnting B ])or cent, of Thrir casici 

iho population, Kolias 1 1 per cent,, Snvarils 9 per cent,, tionsT'"**™ 

Gahras or Aliirs 1 1 percent., and Giludas 13 percent. Of 

the IG zamindnri estates 10 are hold hy Raj Gonds; two, 

Rtijpnrnnil Darpilli, by (llmuhun Riijputs; one, Rampnr, by 

another liitjput ; two, Borasdmbar and Ghens, liy Binjhals, and 

one, lJijcpur,by a Koltd, The Gond families are old ones, and 

their numbers seem to indicate that previous to the Oriya 

immigration they held possession of tho country, subduing 

the Idiinda triboB who were probably there before them. \ 

trace of the older domination of ibcso is to ho fonnd in the 

fact th.nt the Binjlial Kamfnddr of Borasdinbar still nllives 

the ///-a to the ^rnliaraja of PatnA on his nocessinn. KoitAs arc 

the great cultivating caste and have the usual clmracteristics 
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of frugality, industry, liuuger for land, and readiness to 
resort to any degree of litigation rather than' relinquish a 
supposed right to it. They strongly -appreciate the advant- 
ages of irrigation, and show considerable public spirit in 
constructing tanks ■which willhenent the lands of their tenants 
as well as their own. The Savards or Saonrs of Sambnlpur, 
though a Drnvidian tribe, live principally in the open country 
and have adopted Hindu usages. They are considered the best 
farm-servants .and are very laborions, hut rarely acquire any 
property. Brahmans (28,000), though not very numerous, are 
distinctly the leading caste in the District. The Binjhdls 
(30,000) arc probably Hinduised Baigas, and live principally 
in the forest ti acts. Eeu'ats (38,000), or bontmen and dslier- 
mcn.are a nnr.icrons caste. The Gdndas (10.5,000), a Dravidicn 
tribe now performing the mcnini duties of the village <>v 
engaging in cotton-weaving, have strong criminal pro- 
pensities whicli liave ret-cntly called for special measura® 
of repression. About 78 per cent, of the population q. . 
the District arc returned as dependent on agriculture^ 
A notice.ible feature of the rural life of Sambalpur is thiS ' 
llio JMnkar or village priest is a universal and rocognisett. 
village servant of fairly high status. Ho isnoaily always av 
mombor of one of the Dravidian tribes, and his business' is toF 
conduct the wersbip of the local deities of the soil, crops, forests i 
and hills. Ho generally has a substantial bolding, rent-free, 4j 
containing some of the best land in the village. It is saidj,' 
locally that tlio JJuinl’ar is looked on as the founder of the! 
village, and the representative of the old owners who werej 
ousted by the Iliiidns. He worships on their behalf the' 
indigenous deities with whom he naturally possesses a more 
iutinnatc acquriutance than the later immigrants; while the 
gods of those iatlcr cannot be relied on to exercise a snlBoient 
control over the works of nature in the foreign land to which 
tb'' 3 ' have hccii imported, or to ensure that the earth and the 
seasons will rrjularlj' jicrform their necessary functions in 
producing sus'enanre for mankind. 

Cliristiaup number 7S2, including 576 mtives, of whom 
the majority arc Lutherans and B.aptisls, A station of the 
B.aptist mission is maintained in Sambalpur. 
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The black soil which forms so marked a feature iu the Sa«bai.eub 
ndjoiuing Central Provinces is almost unknown in Sambnlpur. OeiS”^' 

It occurs iu the north-west of the District boyniul the cross sgrieajioral 

. conditions. 

range of Vindhj’an sandstono which shuts oif the Aniba- 
bhona and across the Mabanadf towaids the Bilfis- 

pur border. The soil which covers the greater part of the 
country is apparently deriN*cd from underlying crystalline 
rocks, and (he differences found in. it arc mnini/ due to the 
elimination and transportation effected h}' surface drain.age. 

The finer particles have been carried into tho low-lying 
areas along drainage lines, rendering the soil there of a cbiyoy 
texture, and leaving tlio uplands light and san 13 *. The land 
round Sambnlpur itself, and a strip running alc-ng the north 
bank of the Mahiinadf to the confines of the Bihispur 
District, is the most productive, being fairly Kvcl, while the 
country over the gicntcrpart of theBnrgnrh tabsil has a very 
decided slope, and is much cut up by ravin ‘S and water 
iijiarECs. Ncarl 3 * all the rice i.s sown broadcast, only about 
fi'j per cent, of tho total area being transplanted. For 
cjiiinning the croji and taking out w'ceds, the fields arc 
^iloughcd uj) when lUo young plants arc a few inches high, 

•os in Chhattfsgarh. A’ considerable proportion of tho area in 
•cultivation, cousistiug of high land which grov.'s crops other 
ithan rice, is annanlly left fallow, as tho soil is so poor that 
jit requires periodical rests. 

- ‘ No less than 235 square miles arc held revenue-free chief nBricnl- 
>t)r on low quit-rents, these grants being either for tho 
maintenance of temples or gifts to Urdlimaus, or assign- 
ments for tho support of the relatives of the late ruling 
family*. TJie zammddri estates cover 48 per coot, of tho 
total area of tho District, 109 acres arc hold ryotwAri and 
the balance on the tenures described below (page 18). In 
1903-04 39G square miles or 9 per cent, of the total area were 
included in Gqvemmout forest, 290 square miles or 7 per 
cent, were classed os not availablo for cultivation, and 1,102 
square miles or 20 per cent# as culturnblo waste other than 

‘ Tho (Igareg In tliig pnracraph refer to tho arcs of tho Oiitriclns it stood 
heforo tho tmnsfer of I’linljhar, Cliondarpnr nod Mdlklmrdd, tho rorised 
statistics of cropping not hoiug available. 
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SAMnAwro fallow. The roniainilig aro!\ aniDunlitlfj lo ubout Si-f't'l, 
Disxeict. pquafp niilee or nearly 64 per cent, of that of the DlBlrict,^ . 

exehiding Government forest, was occupied for cultivation. 

Ill the more level parts of the opcli country cultivation is close, 
but elsewhere there secm§ to bo still some room for expan- 
sion, Rice is the staple crop of Sambalpur, covering 1,3 j 5 
square miles iu 1903-04. Other crops arc til or mamum 
158 square miles, the pulse nVad 145 square miles, and Jeodon 
04 square miles. Nearly 12,000 aerds are under cotton .and 
‘1,400 under s.igai'canc. The ptilses are raised on the inferior 
high-lying land without rndnure, the outturn in consequence 
being irsually very small. The pulse hnllhi {Bolielios 
uiiiflorus) covering 56 square miles is a favonrito one. 
Colton and ti! are also grown on this inferior land. Sugar- 
cane was Icmcrly a crop of some importance, but its 
cultivation has decreased in recent years, owing to the local 
product bcing'unable to compete iu jirice with that importer 
from northern India. [ j 

Improvoracnta Tlio harvests liavo usually hebn fovoumblc in recew* 
ft" cropped area steadily expanded up to 1899\/ 

when the famine of 1900 caused a temporary deehne. Now 
tanks have also been constructed for irrigation, arid ihnnin'c is 
now utilised to a larger extent. In the dccado ending 1D04,> 
Rs. 77,000 were advanced under the Land Improvement Loans t 
Act and Rs. 6S,000 under the AgrioulturislE^ Loans Act. ^ 
In 1903-04 the irrigated area was only 31 square miles, 
hut ill 1902-03 it was 196, this being the maximum recorded. 
With the cxccptiou of 12 square miles under sngarcano and gar- 
den preduco the only crop irrigated is rice. The Suita 1 1 y o 
H6 District tor talik-niaWiigl»s»l««3y been Bcotioiioa, nnd 
it ic not loo mnoh to my Ibnl tbo «r, oricloooo oE y ll^oc 0«r 

„ lorgo portion of tho noon in dopondonl on Ibo tn.taj,b.ob 

1..,. boon «on,l-«clod nooi tbom. .Tb,M oto 9,500 m.. 
mtionlonkoorbctmon tbreo nnO ton. io ...-ory „ li^ in 
ttoDirtrict Th. oriinoty SnmboW tnnk .0 

“ncltnolod by tbrowing o rtrtng .»b.nta.nt » drn.,- 

ngo line so OS to bold op on irrcgntotly sbapd sbeot of mto. 
BeW tbo eoib.nko.ont » toimridod lonk is cxonsnM wbioh 
oonatitnlos the drinking supply «£ the villogo. Irttgolion is 


Irrigftlloii. 
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generally effected bj' leading channels from the ends of the 
embankment, but in years of short rainfall the centre of the 
tank is sometimes cut through. Embankments o£ smiill size 
are frequently thrown across drainage channels hy ten- 
ants for the benefit of their individnal holdings. The Jambor 
> and 'Sarsutid nullahs near Machida are perennial 'streams and 
the water is diverted from them hy tempo^ry dams and 
carried into fh'e fields. In certain tracts near the Mahdnadi, 
where 'water is very close to the surface, temporary wells are 
also sometimes constructed for the irrigation of rice. Irriga- 
tion from permanent wells is insignificant. Several projects 
for new tanks have been prepared by the Irrigation depart- 
ment. 

The cattle of this District are miserably poor, and no ettr'e Cattle, ponies 

• *'* ttnd Bu60pi 

is exercised in breeding. As the soil is light and sandy, however, . 

■ strong Cattle are not so requisite here fis elsewbero. Eoi' 
drahght purposes large'r animals are imported 'from BerAr;- 
' ^uffaloes are largely used for cultivation. They are not as a 
A'le bred locally, bdt imported from the northern Districts 
trough 'Bil&spur and Surgujd. Those reared in the Dis- 
Jiot are distin'ctly iriferior in quality. ' Buffaloes are fre- 
^.luently also used for draught, and for pressing oil and shgar- 
,3ane. ^O'nly a few small ponifes aro’bred in the District for 
iriding purposes. Goats and sheep are kept by the lower 
.'castes for ' food only. Their manure is also sonaetimes 
~'nsed bnt does not commando price. There are no profes- 
sional 'sheplierds and no use is m'ade of ^he wool of sheep. 

The area of reserved forest js S96 square miles. It is situ- Foroats, 
aiedon the Bdrdpahar hills in the north of the Bargarh tahsil, 
and on the ra'n'ges of the west and sonth-west of the Samhalpnr 
tahsil.*. There are two types of forest, the first consisting 
of the . sdl tree interspersed with bamboos and other 
trees, and 'the second or mixed forest of bamboos and 
inferior .species. ^sMorest occupies all the hills and Valleys 
of th^j Sambalpur range, and the prinoipA valleys of the 
BArdpahdr range or an area of about 2S8" square miles. It 
thrives best on well-drained slopes of sandy loam. The 
' mixed forest is situated on the rocky dry hills of the BAra- 
pahAr range, where tdl will not grow, and covers 1 55 square 
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SJuniAxrra miles. The roveniicfor lOOS-Oiwaslls. 84,000, of which about 
Distbict. 1 2,000 were realised from sales of bamboos, Ils. 10,000 

from timber, Bs. 3,600 from grazing dues, aud Rs. 5,000 from 
firewood. 

Mineral!. The Rampur eoal field is situated within tho District. 

Recent exploration has resnlled in the discovery of one seam 
of good steam coal and two of rather inferior quality within 
easy reach of the Beugal-Njigpur Railwn}'. The former is 
known as the Ib bridge seam and contains coal more ibnn seven 
feet in thickness. Two samples which have been analysed 
contained 52 and 55 per cent, respectively of fixed car- 
bon, Iron ores oconr in most of the billy country on the 
.borders of tho District, particularly in tho Borusiimbar, Plnil- 
. jber,* Eolabird and Rdmpnr zatniuddris. Some of them are 
of good quality, but they are wOTbed by Vudigenons mtAbods 
only. There are ICO native furn,acos which produce 
about 1,120 cwt. of iron annually. When Sambalpnr wae 
under native rule diamonds wore obtained in the island oj 
Hfrdknd (Diamond Island) in the Mabdnadu Tho JbariitL 
or diamond .seekers wore rewarded with grant? of land it* 
exchange foe tho stones found by them. Tho right to'^ 
exploit the diamonds, which arc of very poor quality, was 
leased by the British Government for Bs. 200, but the 
lessee subsequently relinquished it. Gold in minute quantities , 
is obtained by sand-washiug in the Ib river. Lead ores 
Lave been found in Talpatid, Ihupan and Fadampur, and 
antimony iu Jundni opposite Hirdkud. Mica exists, but 
the plates are too small to be of any commercial value. 

Arts ona Tasar silk weaving is an important industry in Sambal- 

^aafaetnres, cocoons arc at present not cultivated locally, but 

are imported from Cbotii Nsigpor and* the adjoining States, 
Plain and drilled cloth is woven, Remonda, Barpfili, Ghan- 
darpurt and Sambalpur are the principal centres. A little 
cloth is sent to Ganjdm, hot the greater part is sold locally. 
Cloths of cotton with silk bofders, or intermixed with silk, 
are also largely woven, Bhnlids and Koshlas arc’ the castes 


• Sow in tfeo Bnipnr Bi'triat, Ccutral Provioce!. 
I Now in ftcBiltsporDaUlrt, Cealral Prorinces. 
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engaged, the former only weaving tlio prepared thread, bnt Saubupvb 
the latter also spinning it. Cotton cloth of a coarse texture, 
but of coneidorablo taste in colour and variety of pattern, is 
' also woven in large quantities, imported thread being used 
almost exclusively. It is generally worn by natives of the 
District in preference to mill-woven clotii. A large bell metal 
industry exists in Tultra near Kadobahnl, and a number 
of artisans are also found in Rcmcnda, Barpdli and Bijepnr. 

Cooking and water pots arc made of braes and are usually 
imported from Orissa. The iron obtained locally is used 
for the manufsioturo of all agricultural implements except 
cart-wheel tyres. Smaller industries include the manu- 
facture of metal beads, saddles and drums. 

Bice is the staple export of Sambalpur, and is sent prinoi- Commcrc*. 
pally to Calcutta, but also to Bombay and Bcrar. Other 
exports include oilseeds, sleepers, dried meat, and hemp. 

Salt comes principally from Ganjum, and is now brought 
by rail instead of rivor as formerly. Sugar is obtained 
l^rom lilirzdpur and tlio Mauritius, and gnr or unre- 
fi,^cd sugar from Bengal. Kerosene oil is brought from Cal- 
c’uUa, and cotton cloth and yarn from Calcutta and the N.ig- 
'*)ur mills. Silk is imported from Bcrb&mpur. Wheat, gram 
‘’and^tho pulse orf/er are also imported, ns they are uot grown 
■ ^'-locally in sufficient quantities to meet the demand. The 
weekly markets at Sambalpur and Rargarh are the most im- 
portant in tbo District. Bhnkta, near AmbiibboDa, is tbc 
largest cattle bazar, and after it rank tbosc of Bargarh, 

Saraipdli and Talpatiu. Jdmurla is a largo mart for oilseeds ; 

Dbdmn is a timber market ; and BMkhnmpnr and Talpatiil 
arc centres for tbo salo of country iron implomonts. A 
certain amount of trade in grain and household utensils is 
transaclod at the annual fairs of Narsinghnatb and Hdma. 

The main line of the Bengal-Nugpur Railway passes Baitn-nys and 
for a short distance through the nortli-east of the District 
with a length of nearly thirty miles and throe stations. From 
Jhdrsugrii junction a branch line runs to Sambalpur, thirty 
miles distant, mth three intervening stations. The most 
important trado route is the llaipur-Samhalpur road, which 
passes through the coutro of the Bargarh tahsil. Next to 
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this come the Cnttack road down to Sonpur and the 
Sambalpur-Bildspur, road. None of theso is metalled throngb* 
out, but Iho Raipur-Sambalpur road is embanked and gravelled. 
The District has 27 miles of metalled .and 185 of miraetallcd 
roads, and the expenditure on maintenance is Rs, 34,000. 
The Public Works department is in charge of. 116 miles 
and the District council ot 07 miles of road. Avenues exist 
on (IS miles. The Mahanadf river, was formerly the great 
ontlet for the District trade. Boat transport is still carried 
on as far as Sonpur, but sinoe tbo opening of Ibo railway, 
trade with Cuttack by this route has almost entirely 
ceased. Boats can ascend the Mahanadf as far as Arang 
in Raipur, but tbis route is also little used owiitg to the 
dangerous character of the navigation- 

The -Sambalpur District is rceorded ns having suffered 
from partial failures of crops in 183 4, 1845, 1874 .arnV 
1877-78, but there was nothing more than slight di6tres.s 
in any of theso years. In 1896 the rice crop failed over a 
small part of the District, principally in tbo Cbandarpniv'' 
vnmfndtiri, and some relief was administered here. The tixmJ 
hers, however, never rose to 3,000, while in tbo rc.st of thn' " 
District agriculturists made large pcofils from tho high .priced 
jjrcviiiling for rice. The year 1900 was the fijrst in, which' 
there is any record of serious fumiiio. Owing to the Bbort.rnin- ] 
fall in 1899 a complete failure of the rice crop occurred over ’ 
large tracts of the District, principally in tho north and 
west. Rolief operations extended over a year, the highest 
numbers being 93,000 in August 1900, or 18 for cent, 
of the population, and the total exponditure 8 lakhs, 

The Deputy Commissioner has a staff of tlirce Assistant 
or Deputy Colleclors, and n Sub- Deputy Collector. Por 
administrative purposea-tbe District is divided into two tahsils, 
Sambalpur and Bargsith, c.ncb having a tahsfidar and Bargarli 
also a naib-tahsildiir. The Fore-st Officer is generally" a 
member of tbo Provincial service. 

The civil judicial staff consists of a District and 
t^vo Snlwrdinatc Judges and .a Munsiff at each tahsfl. 
Samb.alpnr is included in tho Sessions Division, of Cnttack, 
The civil litigation 1ms groatly increased in recent ye.ars 
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anil is now very Jicavy. Tranfactions nttcmpling to SAiroiXPint 
cvnile ti>c reel riclions of tlio Central Provinces Tenancy Act on 
the transfer of iminovoablo properly are a common feature of 
litigation, as are also casement Buits for water. The crime of 
the District is not usually heavy, but the recent famine pro- 
ilnccd an organised outbreak of dacoit}* and hons'»-brcaliing. 

Under native rule the village headmen or [taoniidt were Innd Hcvc 
responsible for the payment of a Inmp sum assessed on 
t!hc village for a period of ye.irs according to a lease 
which was periodically revised and renewed. The amount 
of the asscssniGnt was rceoveted from the villagj cullivators, 
and the headmen were remunerated hy holding imt of the 
vilLigo area free of roi’cniie. The headmen were occasionally 
;ojfc»od for ilcfanlt in the jiaymenl of revenue, and the grant 
of a new lease was often made an opportunity 'or imposing 
a line which the paoniid paid in great part from his 
own profits, and did not recover from the cnltivators. 

The cultivators were seldom cjcctc.1 c.xcopt for d rfault in tlio 
/ iment of I evenne, hut they, rendered to the r gaontithn 
fifty of misccl inneons services known ns hJidt lipdri. 

C’/lion nndcr native rnlc appears to have been light, 
iren the Dielrict osebcated to the Brifisb Government 
c' land revenue of the hhdha was abaut a Inl Ii of nipccs, 

, 'irly n quarter of which was alienated. Short-term scltlc- 
ments were made in the years succeeding tin; annotation, 
till on the transfer of the District to the Central Provinces 
in 1862 a proclamation was issued slating tli.it n regular 
longrtcrm settlement wouM ho made, at which the paontids 
or hereditary managers and rcnl-colIcclorB of villages woiild 
receive proprietary rights. The protracted disturbances caused 
hy the adherents of Snrendra SUh, however, pi evented any 
re.al progress being made with the survej’, and this- gave 
lime for the expression of an npieion by Ibc local officers Hint 
the Bystom. of Eottlemenl followed in oilier Districts was not 
suited to tbc circumBtanceR of Sambalpnr. After considerable 
discussion, tlm .incidenfs of land fonnirs were considombly 
mo'lificd in 1872. The gaontidn or bereditnry managers 
received proprietary rigbls only in .Ibcir bhogri or home- 
farm land, wliicli was grunted to them free of revenue in 
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SAMBAtsTO Hen of any share or drawback on the rental paid by tenants. 
Wastelands ,md forests remained the property of Govern- 
ment; but the enjoy the renlal on lands newly 

broken up during the currency of settlement. A Bufficicnoy of 
forest land (o meet the necessities of the villagers was allotted 
for their use, and in cases where the area wap in excess of 
this it was demarcated and sot apart as a fuel and fodder 
reserve. Occupancy right was conferred on alt tenants except 
sttb-tonants of bhogrd. The system was intended to restrict 
the power of alienation of land) the grant of which 
had led to the expropriation of the ngrioultui-al by the 
money-lending castes, and the same policy has recently 
received expression in the Central Provinces Tenancy Act of 
1898. A settlement was made for twelve years in 1876, by.' 
which the revenue demand was raised to 1‘IC lalclie, the net 
revenne excluding assignments being Rs. 93,000. On the 
expiry of this settlemont, the District was again settled between 
1S85 and 1889, and the assessment was raised to 1*89 lakhs 
or by 38 per cent. The revenue incidence per acre was st'-P - i 
extremely low, falling at only 8 annas II pies (maxi/.^ ’ 
11. 0-8-10, minimum R. 0-2-0) excluding the zamfnu. 

The term of this settlement vSried from 11' to IB years.] 
expired in 1 902 and the District is again under sottlomcV.^^^ 
Tlic colloelions of revenue have varied as shomi below, 
thousands of mpees: — 



18S0.81. 

ISDO-Ol. 

1900-01. 

1003-04. 

Land rorenne 

1,16 

1;60 

1,00 

1,73 

Total rovennr 

2,67 

3,73 

1 ' 

1 4.41 

1 

4,49 

i 


Loc.l1 liranlf ThcmanagcmontoElocal affairs, outside the municipal area 
pafiiics!'"'**’ of SasoiAlvitii, is entrusted to a District council and fonr local 
boards, ore each for the northern ■ and southern zamfndari 
estatc.«, and one for the remaining area of each tnhsfl. The 
iiicoTueof the District conucilin 1903-04 was Rs. 55,000, while 


the expenditure on education was Rs. 24,000. 

Police n n il The police force ron.sists of 492 officers and men including 
—tfSssS' special re.'Crvo of 25 and 3 mounted constables, besides 2,765 
watchmen for 2,G92 inhabited towns and villages. The 
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District Superintendent sometimes has an Assistant. Special SAsnueLrun 
moasurcs have recently bean talrcn to change Iho personnel and 
improve the efficienoy of the police force by the importv 
' tion of subordinate ofBcors from other Districts, Sam- 
halpnr lias a District jail with accommodation for 187 
pr^oners including 24- females. The daily average number of - 
yvlsonors in 1901 was 111. 

1 In respect of education the District is very bnoh- fidaralion. 
•ward. Only S'S per cent, of the male population wore 
^ible to read and write in 1901, and bnt 100 fomules were 
^returned as litcrato. The percentage of children under 
.instruotion to those of school-going age is sis. Statistics of 
fhe number of pupils under instruction arc as follows : — 

ABSO>81, SfiQd; 1800^91, 7,145; 1900-01, ^,‘iU ^ 1903-04. 

V3,376. The last figure includes 2,0G6 female scholars, a most 
noticeable increase having lately been made in the number of 
girls under instruction. The educational institutions comprise 
a high sclionl at Sambalpnr, an English roidillc school, G 
vernacular middle schools and 120 primary schools. Primary 
Molasses and mnslcrs are atlaclicd to two of the middle schools. 

.There arc six Government girls’ schools in the District. 

1 A small school for the depressed tribes has boon opened by 
•^issionarice. Oriyd is taught in all the schools. The 
ijpistrictiv now making programs in respect of education, a 
ipumber of now schools having been recently opened. The 
Jotal expenditure in 1903-01 was Rs. 40,000, of which 
Its. 35,000 wore provided from Provincial and local funds 
and Rs. 1,700 from fees. 

f . "ith wcommodationHospiiM, „na 

for C2 in-pationls. In 1901, 85,810 cases, of which 830 were ®‘'P®S"«rics. 

of indoor patients, were treated in them and 1,990 operations 
were performed. The total expenditure in 1901 was Rs 10 700 

Sambalpnr. The number of persons successfully vacoinated 
in 1903-01 was 15 per mille of Iho District population. 

(J. B. FuUor, Settlement Jteport, 1891. A Dwlrict 
Gaactlecr is being compiled. ) 

SainbalpTir Tahsil.— The oaslorn Uihsil of tho Sam- flAjmAy,.n 
balpur District, Bengal, lying between 21® 8' to 21®-67' N. " 
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and 83° 26' and b4° 26' E., with an area of 1,822 square 
miles. The population in 1901 was 362,622, and in 1891 
was 344,391. In 1905 'tiie Chundarpur-Fadampur and 
Mtilkliurdd (stales ’with on area .of 338 square miles and 
population of 87,320 persons were trauslcuTod to the Biluspim 
District of the Central Provinces, and the revised figures ® 
area and population of the lahsil are 1,489 square miles aniu 
275,302 porsjns. The tahsil contains one town SAJiBAnruJi/ 
the tahsil r.ud District headquarters, population 12,870,^ 
and 766 inlabitod villages. Tlic density of population 
is 185 perstns per square mile. Excluding 190 square 
miles of Government forest, 56 per cent, of the jivailahlo 
area is occupied for cultivation. If the zamindaii estates^ 
bo esclndod the percentage il 65. The cultivated area in i 
1903-04 was 861 square miles. The land-revenue demand in 
the same yeav was Rs. 68,000 and that for cesses Rs. 14,000.. 
The tahsil oo isists of a strip of open country along 'the loftj 
or eastern bai k of the Mahdnadi river, flanked to the cast and j 
south by hills. It contains seven zamihdnrl estates -with aj 
total orca of 314 square miles. 

Bargarh.— The western tahsil of the SntnbBlpar Dis-i 
Irict, Bengal, lying between 20° 45' and 21° 44' N. and 
82° 38' and 83° 54' E., with an area of 3,126 square miles. 
The population in 1901 was 467,076, and in 1891 was/ 
4.'i2,022. In 1905 the Pliuljhar zaminddri with on area of| 
842 sqnaro miles and a population of 102,135 persons was, 
transferred to tho Raipur District of the Central Provinces,! 
and the adjusted figures of area and population of the tahsil 
are 2,2S4 square miles and 864,941 persons. The density of 
population is 1 60 persons per square mile. The tahsil con- 
tains 1,172 inhabited Tillages. Bargarh, the headquarters 
of tho tahsil, 'b a "villoge of 3,609 persons, 29 miles distant 
from Samhalpur on the Raipur road. Excluding 206 
square miles of Govornmont forest, 69 per cent, of the 
available arer is occupied for cultivation. The cultivated 
area in 1903-04 was 1,403 square miles. The land revenue 
demand in the same year was Rs. 1,06)000 and that for 
cesses Rs. 2],'J00. The tahsil comprises an open tract along 
the right bank of the Mobanadi flanked by lull and forest 
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country to the west and north. It contains 9 znrauiduri BAnoAnn/ 
estates with a total area o£ 1,20-1 square miles. 

Snmb&lptir Town.— The headquarters town of the SAiauMwi 
Samhnlpar District, Dcngnl, situated in 21" 28' N. and 83“ 

58' E. It is the terminus of a branch lino of the llcngal- 
Nairpur Railway, and is 80 miles from Jhiirsugrfi junction, 
and 3 to from Calcutta. The lotm lies alonp the left or 
ncTth'caslern bank of the IMahiinadi, and is very picturesquely 
siliuiteJ, commanding a beautiful view of the rivet for several 
miles, with wooded hills in the background. In flood-time 
the width of the Mahanadi is more than a mile, and 
portions of the toivn have been sxthmerged on ouc or 
two occasions, hut for most of the year them is only a stream 
-10 or 50 yards wide. During the open season a pontoon 
liridgcr.vcr the ilaliAuadf is maintained by the Rongal-Nugimr 
Railw.ay, giving phnoe to a ferry in the monsoon montlis, 

Tlio pipubiionin 1001 was 12,870, and has risen by more than 
SO per cent, since 1891, The town derives its n.arac from tho 
SfijnbiDcvi, itslutobry deity. There are no hnildings of 
importance, hut the llralunpnrA temple of Jngannath has n 
great reputation for rnnetity, and many civil suits arc decided 
hy the oaths of parties taken at this shrine. Samhnlpur was 
cou!stitute»l a municipality in 1807, and the average mnnicip.al 
receipts and csiwndiluro for tho deeado ending 1001 wore 
R«. 28,000 and Rs. 29,000 re.spocHvcly. In 1903-01 the 
income li.ad risen to Rs. 18,000, and was m.ainly derived from 
octroi. A wing of a native infantry mgiment was stationed 
here until 1902. Samlmlpnr is an important town ami is tho' 
commercial centre for most of the S.imhnlj)nr Diptrict and tho 
Sttb.-s of Sonpur, P.atD/l and Rairikhol. It also contains a 
de]i6t for coolie emigrants to Assam. Tlie principal indxis- 
tries arc tho weaving of tasar silk and cotton cloth hy hand. 

A printing press ■with Oriyd and English ty]ie was cstab- 
lishcd in 1002 to celebrate tho restoration of OriyA ns the 
court langtiago of Sambalpur. Samb.alpnr iWECtBc.? a high 
fichool with a hoarding houpc nud 33 etndents, a girls' school 
and OriyA and Hindi branch schools. It has a main 
disjwntaiy and jxilicc hospital. 



